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THE BRETHREN EYANGELIST. 


Varieties of 8ln, 

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to 
him It ft sin." Jamee4: 17, 

S'id may be defined in a great many ways. It is 
any thought, word, desire, action, or omission of 
action, contrary to the law of God, or defective 
when compared with it. The origin of sin is a 
subject which baffles all investigation, and oar in- 
quiries are much better directed when we seek 
through Christ a release from its penalty and power 
for ourselves and the world. Its entrance into the 
world and infection of the whole human race, its 
nature, forms and effects, and its fatal possession 
of every un regenerate soul, are fully described in 
the Bible. Gen. 6:5; Psalms 61 : 5; Matt. 15 1 
19 ; Rom. 5 : 12 ; James 1 : 14, 15. 

As contrary to the nature, worship, love and ser- 
vice of God, sin is called ungodliness ; as a viola-* 
tion of'the law of God and of the claims of man it 
is a transgression or trespass ; as a deviation from 
eternal rectitude, it is called iniquity or unright- 
eousness as the evil and bitter root of all actual 
transgression, the depravity tranamitted from onr 
first parent to all their seed. It is called "original 
sin," or in the Bible "the flesh," "the law of sin and 
death." The just penalty or "wages of sin is 
death.*' This was threatened against the first sin, 
Gen. 2:17, and alf subsequent sins : "The soul 
that sinneth it shall die." A single ftin, nnrepent- 
td of and unforgiven, destroys the soul, as a single 
break renders a whole ocean cable worthless. Its 
guilt and evil are to be measured by the holiness, 
justice and goodness of the law it violates, the 
eternity of the misery it causes, and the greatness 
of the sacrifice necessary to expiate it. Sin is that 
which produces unhappiness ; anything which di- 
rectly or remotely causes suffering of any kind. 
This subject, therefore, not-only inquires regarding 
human ailments, sorrows, pain, weakness and death, 
but goes back of all these to consider their primary 
cause, (sin and its remedy). Since sin is the cause 
of all evil, its removal is the only method of per- 
manently curing the malady. No difficulty, per- 
haps more frequently presents itself to the inquir- 
ing mind than the questions : Why did God per- 
mit the present reign of evil ? Why did he per- 
mit Satan to prestnt the temptation to our first 
parents, after having created them perfect and up- 
right? Or why did he allow the forbidden tree to 
have a place among the good? Despite all at- 
tempts to turn it aside, the question will obtrude 
itself : Could not God have prevented all possibili- 
ty of man's fall? The difficulty undoubtedly arises 
from a failure to comprehend the plan of Gad. 
God could have prevented the entrance of evil, but 
the fact that he did not, should be sufficient proof 
to us that its present permission is designed ulti- 
mately to work some greater good. God's plans 
Been in their completeness, will prove the wisdom 
of the course pursued. Some inquire, could not 
God, with whom all things are possible, have in 
terfered in season to prevent the full accomplish- 
ment of Satan's design V Doubtless he could, but 
such interference would have prevented the accom- 
plishment of his own purposes. His purpose was 
to make manifest the perfection, majesty, and 
righteous authority of the law, and to prove both 
to man and angels the evil consequences resulting 
from tte violation. Besides, in their nature, some 
things are impossible even with God, as the Scrip- 
ture states. It is impossible for God to lie. He 
cannot deuy himself. He cannot do wrong, and 
therefore he could not but choose the wisest and 
best plan for introducing his creatures into life, 
even though our \ short-sightedness might for a 
time tail to discern the hidden springs of infinite 
wisdom. 

The scriptures declare that all things were cre- 
ated for the Lord's pleasure. And though in the 
working out of his benevolent designs he permits 
evil and evil doers for a time to play an active 
part, yet it is not for evil's Bake, nor because he is 
in league with sin, for he declares that he is not a 
God that hath pleasure in wickedness. Though 
opposed to evil in every sense, God permits it for 
a time because his wisdom sees a way in which it 
may be made a lasting and valuable lesson to his 
creatures. Isa. 45 : 7. 

This evidently should not be understood to mean 
that Jehovah created evil disposed beings, nor that 


be caused those that be created perfect to become 
evil. To suppose that God had either made man 
imperfect, so that he could not avoid sinning, or 
that he had forced him by temptation to sin, would 
be to charge that the Bin or impurity came from 
God. This would make God the real author of 
sin, hence the real and only sinner, and wonld re- 
lease man from all responsibility. Only t corrupt 
tree can produce corrupt fruit j only an impure 
fountain can send forth impurity. And aside from. 
yet in harmony with our reason, we are positively 
informed that God tempted no man. We must 
then understand this statement of Jehovah, through 
the Prophet, to mean that evil is entirely subject 
to his control ; that the extent to which it may go 
and the forms it may take are all subject to the 
plans he has prepared, and it will not be permitted 
to go beyond that boundary which divine wisdom 
has fixed. Furthermore, in this scripture the word 
evil has no reference to sin ; it refers to catastro- 
phe, or trouble, the preparing of trouble, like the 
preparing of darkness mentioned in the same verse, 
comes as a natural consequence of God's laws. 
The absence of light leaves darkness, and the ab- 
sence of righteousness and tiuth prepares for evil 
disasters as natural consequences of the violation 
of God's laws. 

A. Shok, 
Sherwood, Ohio. 


Practical lite. 
An essay read uy S. E. Shook at the Commencement Exercises 
f the Pierian Literary Society, May 23, 1B8S.— Ashland College. 

Classmates : — Another week and we must part, 
when many of you will start on the active duties 
of practical life. 

The volume of the future lies open before you. 
Its covers may be illuminated by the pictures of 
fancy and its edges gleaming by the golden tints 
of hope. 

Life is before you. Your barque is on the river 
and if you would stear clear of the rocks and sand- 
bars of life, you must put your own hand to the 
wheel. The journey is a laborious one and you 
must not expect to find the road all snioothe ; and 
rich or poo*-, high or low you will be disappointed 
if you build on any other foundation. 

Life is a vital an essential affair. Take hold of 
it like men. We seek to improve you by inspiring 
you with a wish and a will to meet it with a brave 
spirit. 

In practical life your path will often lie amid 
rocks and crags and not on the lawns neither will 
you always find your pathway strewn with flowers, 
so a steady aim with a strong arm, willing hands 
and a resolute will are the necessary requisites to 
the conflict which begins anew the duties of each 
day and writes upon the scroll of yesterday the 
actions that form one mighty, column, wherefrom 
true worth is estimated. One day's work left un- 
done causes a break in the great chain that years 
of toil may not be able to repair. What can be 
done and is worth doing, do with dispatch what 
cannot be done or would be worthless when done, 
leave for the idlers and loungers along life's dusty 
highway. 

Great destinies lie shrouded in your swiftly 
passing hourB. Great responsibilities lie in the 
paths of everyday life and great dangers lie hid- 
den in the by-paths of life's -great highway. Great 
uncertainty hangs over your future history. God 
has given you existence with full power to improve 
life and be happy or to despise the gift and he 
wretched. Which you will do is the great problem 
to be solved by your choice and your conduct. 

What a sad spectacle is that of an aged person 
who has misspent a long life and who when stand- 
ing near the end of life's journey, looks down the 
long vista of years only to recall opportunities un- 
improved. When too late he Bees the mistake 
which he can never correct. What & different 
course would he pursue, would time but turn back- 
wards in his flight, and he would be allowed to be- 
gin anew to weave the tangled web of life. But 
this cannot be ; the past is irretrievable. The 
present is all we have. Regrets are useless save 
when they awaken in the minds of youth a wish to 
avoid errors and a desire to gather only the true 
jewels of life. 

The web of life is drawn into the loom for us, 


but we must weave it ourselves and we weave it 
but once. We must furnish our own wool, our own 
material and we may color and figure it to suit 
ourselves. Each one is the architect of his own tem- 
ple of fame. If he build one great, glorious and 
honorable it is his ; if he rears a polluted, unsight- 
ly, vice- haunted den, it is his ; and these tern plea 
are for time and eternity. 

Take for your star, self-reliance, faith, honesty, 
and industry. You must make yourself or come 
to nothing. Yea, worse than nothing. We live 
and we die but the good or evil that we do lives 
after us. Man dies and disappears, but his thoughts 
and acts survive and leave an indellibte stamp on 
bis race. It is what man was that lives after him. 
What he said sounds along the years like voices 
amid the mountain gorges and what he did is re- 
peated after him in ever multiplying and rever 
ceasing reverberations. 

Every man leaves behind him influences for 
good or evil that will never exhaust themselves. 
Man's influence never dies. It speaks, it walks, 
it moves. It is powerful in every look of our eyes, 
in every word of our mouth, in every act of our 
lives. We cannot live to ourselves. We must be 
either a light to illumine or a tempest to destroy. 
We should bear constantly in mind that there is 
onfl record we cannot interline — our lives written 
on other's hearts. How gladly would we review 
and write a kind word there, a generous act here, 
erase a frown and put in a loving word or a bright 
smile and a tender expression. Harshness would 
be erased and kindness written. But alas what is 
written is written. We cannot begin anew. 


Paradise Found. 

Bro. Lair challenges the world to prove that 
Paradise is still in existence. 

I deem it not necessary to prove the above so 
long as we have not the scratch of a pen to show 
that it has ever been destroyed. 

We read of Paradise existing from the begin- 
ning of time up to the time that our blessed Lord 
told the penitent thief on the cross that bu should 
be with him in Paradise, even on that same day, 
(about 4000 years) and i have every reason to be- 
lieve that he went there to stay. At least we have 
no account of any snch great event taking place as 
Paradise being destroyed since that time. 

To make my article short I venture to say that 
Paradise is situated on the centre of this earth, the 
North Pole. 

Look at the map of the world and you will see 
at a glance that everything centres that way. Go 
where yon will and the little innocent needle in the 
compass will, point you to Paradise. Yes, my dear 
brother, science proves to, us that everything had its 
origin at the North Pole and is traveling south- 
ward ; both the animal and vegetable kingdom. 

Why is it that great men try so hard to get to 
the north pole, and why is it that they don't get 
there ? Have you ever seen the reasons pointed 
out by the investigating committees why those 
great expeditions failed to get there ? Did the 
committee ever lay the failure to any one's blun- 
der? or what? So far as my knowledge goes, 
things always got mixed up a little, same as the 
Sodomites did when they tried to get into Lot's 
house when they had no business there. 

Now if this is not sufficient, I have mountains 
of history to prove that Paradise jb at the North 
Pole and that things are traveling southward. 

H. II. Met ers. 

Milled geville, III. 


Little by little, sure and slow, 

We fashion our future of bliss or woe, 

As the present passes away. 
Our feet are climbing the stairway bright, 
Up to the region of endless light, 
Or gliding downward into the night, 
Little by little, and day by day. 
Every temptation that is resisted, every noble 
aspiration that iB encouraged, every bitter word 
that is withheld, adds its little item to the impetus 
of that great movement which is bearing humanity 
onwards towards a richer life and higher character. 
— Piske. 
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